
1992
States with laws: 0
DNA exonerations: 10

2001
States with laws: 23
DNA exonerations: 100

2007
States with laws: 43
DNA exonerations: 200

2012
States with laws: 49
DNA exonerations: 300

MAY 2013
Oklahoma becomes the 
50th state to adopt a 
post-conviction DNA 
testing access law
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TODAY, ALL 50 STATES HAVE DNA ACCESS LAWS

P ROV I D I N G  AT  L E A S T  S O M E  W R O N G LY  C O N V I C T E D  P E O P L E  W I T H  
C L A I M S  O F  I N N O C E N C E  T H E  L E G A L  M E A N S  T O  R E Q U E S T  D N A  T E S T I N G .

BUT MANY DNA ACCESS LAWS HAVE LIMITATIONS

CONFESSIONS/GUILTY PLEAS
Applicants who confessed or pled guilty 

are denied testing (30% of DNA 
exonorees pled guilty or confessed)

TIME AND DATE REQUIREMENTS
Applicants who file after a certain date or allotted 

amount of time are denied testing.

CONVICTION REQUIREMENTS
Only applicants with certain types
of felony convictions, for example

rape or murder, can apply for testing.

NO RIGHT TO APPEAL
Applicants are unable to appeal a decision 

denying access to testing.

INCARCERATION REQUIREMENTS
Applicants who are no longer incarcerated 

are denied testing even if they are 
still on parole or sex offender registries.
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For case examples and more about the laws, 
see www.innocenceproject.org/DNA

W HEN T HE I N NOCENCE PROJ ECT WA S FOU N DED, 
NOT ON E OF TH E 50 STATES H A D A L AW TO HEL P W RONGLY CON V ICTED

PEOPL E ACCESS DNA TEST I NG TO PROV E T HEI R I N NOCENCE .


